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the American Revolution and the Mexican War. He was born June 5, 
1831, at Purdy, MacNairy Co., Tennessee, was educated at a classical 
school, practiced law, and, in 1861, entered the service of the Confederate 
States as lieutenant-colonel of the 154th Regiment of Tennesse Militia. 
He performed a gallant part, was wounded at Shiloh, and was promoted 
brigadier-general Dec. 13, 1862. He figured bravely in the battles of 
Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge and served under General Richard 
Taylor in the last part of the war. After the surrender he returned to 
his house in Tennessee and resumed the practice of law. But General 
Wright had always a fondness for literary work, and in 1878 he was 
appointed by the Federal government as agent for the collection of Con- 
federate archives ; and in that capacity assisted immensely in the com- 
pilation of the official records of the civil war. He has written various 
historical works among which may be mentioned a Life of General Win- 
field Scott, a Life of Gov. William Blunt, and a history of MacNairy 
County, Tennessee. Though advanced in years he still enjoys much of 
his youthful vigor and enthusiasm for improving labor. 



Currency and Banking in North Carolina, 1790-1834, reprinted from His- 
torical Papers, Series X., published by the Trinity College His- 
torical Society. The Finances of the North Carolina Literary Fund, 
reprinted from the "South Atlantic Quarterly," July and October 
numbers, 1914. 

These are very interesting studies by Dr. William K. Boyd, Professor 
of History in Trinity College, N. C. They give us much insight into the 
life of the "Old North State," and contribute to much more accurate 
views of things than has generally obtained. In accounting for emigra- 
tion from North Carolina, Dr. Boyd notices the want of adequate sea- 
ports, the existence of slavery, and the State's financial system, but he 
appears to overlook two of the most potent causes — the hostile Federal 
legislation affecting the taxes, and the great attractions afforded by the 
new lands open to the cotton industry, in the South and Southwest. There 
are abundant statistics, nevertheless, to show that North Carolina made 
great and substantial advance in population and wealth during the period 
to which he refers. Indeed, figures can be produced to show that her 
wealth increased relatively far greater in the fifty years before 1861 than 
in the fifty years after 1865 ; and North Carolina was comparatively free 
from devastation during the war. Is Dr. Boyd quite sure that the emigra- 
tion from North Carolina, even in the last past twenty years, has been 
relatively less than in any similar period before 1861? 



